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CONPIDENTIAL BISSAU 0246 

E.O. 1 1652: ADS-DECLASSIPY UPON COMPLETION OF NEGOTIATIONS 
TAGS: MARR, OCLR, CV 

SUBJ: ADVANCED RANGE INSTRUMENTED AIRCRAPT (ARIA) OPERATING 
RIGHTS 

REF: A STATE 096427, B 76 STATE 289848, C BISSAU 0141 

1. CHARGE BROUGHT UP SUBJECT AMBASSADOR WELLS DECEMBER REQUEST 
TO MOPA POR AGREMENT IN PRINCIPLE POR ARIA OPERATING RIGHTS 

AT AMILCAR CABRAL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT WITH MOPA CHEF DE CABINET 
ALCIDES BARROS. BARROS STATED INTIAL REQUEST HAD BEEN DISCUSSED 
AT HIGH LEVEL BUT THAT NO DECISION HAD BEEN MADE. HE PROMISED 
BRING UP SUBJECT AGAIN WITH PONMIN WHICH HE SUBSEQUENTLY DID 
AND INFORMED CHARGE PONMIN WOULD NOT MAKE DECISION ALONE AND 
THAT COUNCIL OF MINISTERS AND PARTICULARLY DEPENSE MINISTRY 
WOULD HAVE TO BE CONSULTED. BARROS PROMSED RESPONSE SHORTLY 
IN VIEW UPCOMING DATES OF ARIA VISIT TO SENEGAL. 

2. AS DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL (REP C) DEPMIN SILVINO DA LUZ 
ALREADY EXPRESSED HIS SKEPTICISM ON EVENTURAL ARIA OPERATING 
RIGHTS. GOCV MAY HAVE AVOIDED RESPONDING UP TO NOW TO 
AVOID U.S. UNHAPPINESS AT NEGATIVE RESPONSE. PROSPECTS 
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DO NOT SEEM ANY BRIGHTER NOW. 

CURRAN 
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